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Before Netflix and 
other streaming 
services, people 
used to go to the 
video store to get 
movies to watch at 
home.

It was in these spaces 
where people were often 
persuaded to chose a 
movie based on the movie 
poster.



Movie posters are a great medium for 
generating buzz around a film. 

They provide just enough information about 
a movie to get audiences to speculate what 
the movie is about.

Basically, they capture the essence of the 
movie in one frame. 





Although movie posters follow a set formula 
in how they are framed, they can vary in 
artistic style and design.

The following slide will show you some 
common examples and outline some key 
concepts to consider in creating a movie 
poster. 





Consideration 1: Film Genre

The type of film will have a huge impact on 
your poster.

Comedies will be light-hearted or have some 
sort of joke used.

Horror will be dark and create a feeling of 
suspense.

Action will have lots of movement.

The type of movie will affect all other 
aspects of your poster.





Consideration 2: Colours

Colours can create a powerful message.

Humans associate colours with emotions; 
yellow/purple evoke happiness, red/black 
can evoke power or fear, etc.

The types of colours used in movie poster 
can help to tell the audience the feelings 
they will get from  seeing the movie.



Consideration 3: Images

Movies are a visual medium and as such, the 
poster needs to use visuals to reference or 
suggest ideas from the movie.

Images can be a scene, the main actors, or a 
key event in the film.

Minimalism is great way to create intrigue 
without telling too much of the story.





And now something a little different…






