Critical Review:
Guide &
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Yearbook 11 & 12




The Assignment

+ Using your knowledge of yearbooks, your eye for style,
and intuition with design you will compile and create a
critical review of yearbook.

+ The Catch: You can not be in the yearbook you review.




What Is a
Critical Review?

Simply put, it is your
knowledgeable and practical
opinions and thoughts.

Not only do you need to
highlight the things you like,
but also the things you
dislike.




Where to start?

+ Choose a yearbook that you are initially drawn to. This
can be based on positive or negative reactions.

+ Covers, a specific year, or just a random choice are good
indicators for this type of choice.

+ Next take a look through and put together a list...




Critical Review Notes

- Kitsilang “Haida” - 2009/2010
- Tagline: :Find Your Square”

- Sections of Book
- Student Life
- Sports
- Arts
- Faces
- Grads

- Student Life Section (Like)

- First Section of Book (Biggest)

- Focus on Current Events (Olympic year)

- School-Wide Events, Fundraisers, Activities, Academics, Stories of Interest

- Spotlight on popular lunch location (Nat's Pizza)

- Lots of Text -> Explanations and Captions

- What Kits Means to Me (Fav)
- Student Perspective (Special Ed.)
- What school is like for this person. How school has changed throughout their time.
- Represented in different spreads with different people

- Progression of Book Content (Like)
- Focus on broader school events and works down to specifics(smaller) groups

- Last Page (Like)
- Fill in your own squares

- Faces (Grades) (Least Fav)
- Layout of Portraits -TOO BUSY
- Names on side smaller images
-Ads
- Major Grade Events
- Lots of text to compensate for lack of images
- Many candids, but feels disorganized.
- Grad (Least Fav)
- Very busy
- Formal, Baby pic, extra candid - some have 4 photos in block
- No Grad Quotes
- Grade 12 classes spotlights

Features
- Find Your Square
- Square theme
- Book is square
- Square picture frames
- Lots of stacking and placing of items/content

- Photo quality
- Inconsistent
- Lots of photos, but some blurry or offset white balance

- Issues not really noticeable due to the variety of photo styles
- Obvious that there were different photographers throughout
- Lots of Copy(Text)
- Stories and Spotlights on Key figures, events, locations
- All important the character of the school and student body - some phrases and language is set in the time period
- Very general and not niche - would this work today without making things seem sanitized?

- Dark cover but colourful contents
- Not a lot of extra details inside the layouts or design
- Allows the writing and photos be the stars of each page

My List

For my list | broke down all the main
requirements from the Task Brief.

From here, | reviewed the book 2-3 times and
used Post-It Notes to tag and comment on pages
or sections that stood out to me.

| used these Post-It Notes to fill in my list. As | did
this process, | began adding more notes for
things | noticed on these reviews of the book and

pages.



Here are some of the pages |
tagged...
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Nat's Pizza s easily Kits High's most popular lunch spot. Found-
ed by Nat, a Kits grad, and his cousin Franco, Nat's serves an
authentic New York style of pizza. Having traveled to New York
tolearn how to make pizza from his uncle, Nat felt inspired and
decided to open up his own pizzeria back home in Kits. To get

a feel of Nat's, we asked Franco a few questions. . AT ORiTAN
73T O’Q |

|
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YB: s there a secret ingredient in your pizza?

Franco: Some people say it’s the cheese, some people say it's
the sauce, others think it's the crust.

YB: What's the most popular kind of pizza here?

Franco: The most popular pizza here has got to be cheese, just
plain cheese. It’s also my favorite, but | like all of them.

YB: Do some customers come so often that you can remember
their names?

Franco: Oh yes. Most of the kids from Kits come here all the
time. | can probably name a third of them!

Nat's is known not only for its amazing pie, but also for its wel-
coming and unique interior. With its tall black stools and pho-
to-covered countertops, Nat's is a hotspot for anyone who just
needs a place to sit and relax. Nat and Franco recently opened
a second location on Denman Street, in the West End. As well
as feeding many ravenous students each and every day, Nat's
also supports several teams and clubs at Kitsilano Secondary.
Through great food and an even better attitude, Nat's has be-
come an essential part of lfe at Kits.
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Squares?
eally!

In the wise words of Jeremy Lerner, “Squares
isn’t a theme. You and | both know it!” well,
it is. We all have our squares and boxes we
use to categorize people; whether it is sports,
academics, or one of the varieties of arts of-
fered. Yet we're taken-aback when
we see people “preak out of the
box” and demonstrate their ability
to fill other squares. The idea of our
theme is to show that we as individ-
uals are so much more capable than
just fitting one square. We can be any-
thing we choose to be. This year we
chose the break free from the box of
generic yearbook categories and divert
our focus to the individuals and events
which emphasize Kits’ diversity. In shift-
ing the focus from text to an abunda.n.ce
of photos- mainly seen with the addition
of the Grad fun photos, we are able to
see beyond the categorized squares we've
created and into our schools character and
each member’s individuality. This enables
us to examine our school as more than just a
body of similarly-dressed teenagers, but'gs a
place of growing opportunities and identities.
With the slogan of “Find Your Square”, we
encourage you to go through the yearbook
looking not only for where vou;\were, but for
here you could be. As we re ect upon our n ) _
:asi ogportuniﬁes, we gain the opportun'!ty - a'r?lz.,.,‘-f,,;‘ g T i \,/
to grow, and expand our identities, provid-  _ asbe coitert . ka;wj e
ing more squares to fit into. We hope you )
like the squares we've high-lighted for you,
and that you may see Kitsilano in a new light.
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The next couple of slides are examples
of some of the content that | would cover
in my critical review.

These are incomplete, but will give you
an idea of types of elements, ideas, and
topics that you could discuss in yours ©




Example:
Something | Liked

+ + + o+

Student Section
Location: Beginning of Book
'What Kits Means to Me’ - Spotlight

The Editors used this section to
highlight different school-wide events
& activities.

Also included spreads where an
individual student shared their
experiences at school - Editors
provided a diverse range of students.

| like that they tried to include the
different perspectives of students. It
helped to show the wide range of
experiences that students would
have.

I LIKE TO GO TO CLASSES
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Example:
Something | Disliked

Grad Section
Location: Back of Book

Grad Portraits were very cluttered.

+ 4+ o+ o+

18 students per spread. Includes Portrait,
Baby Photo, Candid, Other, and Name of
Student.

+ Names are typed vertically - this make
them hard to read.

+ Adding so many photos with different
colour tones was hard to look at. If they
made the extra photos all B&W that
would have helped visually.

+  There are not quotes. | don't know how |
feel about this - | like the idea of quotes
but understand that they may have been
worried about having empty space.



Example:
Additional Thoughts

| like the whole concept of the book.

The Find Your Square idea was great

for layout planning and for telling the
story of people finding/making their

own space in high school.

Student Life .

Sports ‘ I
They added a lot of written content, Arts
which was great to see. It provided a Faces [Jj] |

lot more context and explained quite a
bit about events, activities, and
students.

|

| found the overall style a bit confusing.
Some sections were very cluttered and
overwhelming with content and other
areas were very sparse.

This inconsistency was probably due
to differences in student planning and
work.



