
Critical Review: 
Guide & 
Example Ideas
Topic: Kitsilano Haida 2009/2010

Yearbook 11 & 12



The Assignment

+ Using your knowledge of yearbooks, your eye for style, 
and intuition with design you will compile and create a 
critical review of yearbook.

+ The Catch: You can not be in the yearbook you review. 



What is a 
Critical Review?

Simply put, it is your 
knowledgeable and practical 
opinions and thoughts.

Not only do you need to 
highlight the things you like, 
but also the things you 
dislike.



Where to start?

+ Choose a yearbook that you are initially drawn to. This 
can be based on positive or negative reactions.

+ Covers, a specific year, or just a random choice are good 
indicators for this type of choice.

+ Next take a look through and put together a list…



My List
For my list I broke down all the main 
requirements from the Task Brief.

From here, I reviewed the book 2-3 times and 
used Post-It Notes to tag and comment on pages 
or sections that stood out to me.

I used these Post-It Notes to fill in my list. As I did 
this process, I began adding more notes for 
things I noticed on these reviews of the book and 
pages.



Here are some of the pages I 
tagged…





The next couple of slides are examples 
of some of the content that I would cover 
in my critical review.

These are incomplete, but will give you 
an idea of types of elements, ideas, and 
topics that you could discuss in yours J



Example: 
Something I Liked
+ Student Section
+ Location: Beginning of Book
+ ‘What Kits Means to Me’ - Spotlight
+ The Editors used this section to 

highlight different school-wide events 
& activities.

+ Also included spreads where an 
individual student shared their 
experiences at school – Editors 
provided a diverse range of students.

+ I like that they tried to include the 
different perspectives of students. It 
helped to show the wide range of 
experiences that students would 
have.



Example:
Something I Disliked
+ Grad Section
+ Location: Back of Book
+ Grad Portraits were very cluttered. 
+ 18 students per spread. Includes Portrait, 

Baby Photo, Candid, Other, and Name of 
Student.

+ Names are typed vertically – this make 
them hard to read.

+ Adding so many photos with different 
colour tones was hard to look at. If they 
made the extra photos all B&W that 
would have helped visually.

+ There are not quotes. I don’t know how I 
feel about this – I like the idea of quotes 
but understand that they may have been 
worried about having empty space.



Example:
Additional Thoughts
+ I like the whole concept of the book. 

The Find Your Square idea was great 
for layout planning and for telling the 
story of people finding/making their 
own space in high school.

+ They added a lot of written content, 
which was great to see. It provided a 
lot more context and explained quite a 
bit about events, activities, and 
students.

+ I found the overall style a bit confusing. 
Some sections were very cluttered and 
overwhelming with content and other 
areas were very sparse. 

+ This inconsistency was probably due 
to differences in student planning and 
work.


