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InDesign: Polaroid Collage Guide

Step 1
Open InDesign and create a new document.
Use the Print Preset -> Letter.

Make sure your file is set to Landscape Mode.

Step 2

Set up a background for your artboard. This can
be a solid colour or an image.

Step 3
Time to create the polaroid frame.

Use the Rectangle Tool to create a large
rectangle (see size settings ->).

Set the colour of this shape to Paper (white).
Step 4

Use the Frame Tool to create a smaller rectangle
inside the white rectangle

(see size settings ->).

Set the colour of this shape to black.

Position the black rectangle similar to the image
above.

Step 5
Select the white rectangle. Go to Object -> Effects -> Drop Shadow.

Use the following images to set each effect.

Settings for: Object v Drop Shadow Settings for: Object 2 Inner Glow
Blending

Mode: Screen 2 . Opacity: 100% >

Blending Transparency

Drop Shadow
[ inner Shadow

[ outer Glow. Options
Technique:

Transparency

Mode: Multipl [o].ETISl 20% »
Drop Shadow i pacity; -
[ nner Shadow

[ outer Glow Position .
4 inner Glow Distance: U 0p5 X Offset: 0p3.536

[ Bevel and Emboss Angle: @ 135° Y Offset: | C 0p3.536
[ satin [ Use Global Light

Inner Glow
Bevel and Emboss. Source:
[ satin Size: Noise: 0%

[ Basic Feather L] Basic Feather Choke:

[ Directional Feather [ Directional Feather

Options =
[ Gradient Feather

Size: Object Knocks Out Shadow

[ Gradient Feather

OBJECT: Normal 100%; Drop Shadow, Spread: [J Shadow Honors Other Effects
Inner Glow, Bevel and Emboss

STROKE: Normal 100%; (no effects) Noise:

FILL: Normal 100%; (no effects)

OBJECT: Normal 100%; Drop Shadow,
Inner Glow, Bevel and Emboss
STROKE: Normal 100%; (no effects)
FILL: Normal 100%; (no effects)

Preview

Preview Cancel

Settings for: Object Bevel and Emboss

Structure
Transparency

Style: | Inner Bevel Size:
Drop Shadow Rl

[ Inner Shadow Technique: Smooth Soften:

[J Outer Glow Direction: Up Depth:
Inner Glow

Bevel and Emboss Shading

[ satin Angle: O 132° Altitude:
[ Basic Feather

[J Use Global Light

(] Directional Feather

: Highli i ~ ity:
[ Gradient Feather GHlISHEY) Screen || Opacity:

Shadow:  Multiply S Opacity:
OBJECT: Normal 100%; Drop Shadow,
Inner Glow, Bevel and Emboss
STROKE: Normal 100%; (no effects)
FILL: Normal 100%; (no effects)
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Step 6

Select the black rectangle. Go to Object -> Effects -> Outer Glow

Apply the following settings...

Step 7

Settings for: Object &

Transparency

[ brop Shadow

[ inner Shadow
Outer Glow

([ inner Glow

[ Bevel and Emboss
([ satin

([ Basic Feather

[ pirectional Feather

([ Gradient Feather

OBJECT: Normal 100%; Outer Glow
STROKE: Normal 100%; (no effects)

FILL: Normal 100%; (no effects)

Preview

Select ALL the parts of your completed polaroid.

Outer Glow

Blending

Mode:

Options

Technique:

Size:

Opacity: -75% >

Noise: 0%
Spread: 25%

Use Copy/Paste to place it onto your artboard. Arrange, overlap, adjust the angles as you see

fit for your collage.
To add photos, select the black frame and place your images.

Remmber to save your file with an apporpriate name.
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