
Colour Codes

Digital Media: Colour
Theory 



In digital and print 
design, there are 

four types of 
identifiers for 

colour.

RGB

CMYK

HEX

PMS

Each of these identifiers is 
organized by a “colour code”.



CMYK

Print production

Used in offset and 
digital printing. Ideal 
for full-color 
brochures, flyers, 
posters and post 
cards, etc.



PMS
(Pantone Matching System)

Print production

Offset printing only. 
Ideal for stationery. 
Often used in one or 
two-color jobs. Also 
used as spot colors on 
premium brochures in 
addition to four-color 
process.



RGB

Digital production

The most commonly used 
color profile in the world of 
computers, TV screens and 
mobile devices.



HEX
(Hexidecimal Colour)

Onscreen for websites

Designers and developers 
use HEX colors in web 
design.
Basically, a HEX color code is 
shorthand for its RGB values 
with a little conversion 
gymnastics in between.
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